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Project Area – Eastern Riverside County 
 
Project Focus – The Coachella Valley 
(Valley) is located in the eastern portion 
of Riverside County (County).  Its 891 
square miles are home to 367,000 
residents, with both the poorest and 
wealthiest residents of the County 
residing in the region.  Local governments 
and business interests are promoting the 
region as a major growth area, and the 
substantial expanses of vacant, relatively 
inexpensive developable land are making 
that a reality.  The three largest 
employment sectors--retail, agriculture 
and hotel/amusement–-are among the 
lowest paid in the region.  Unless the sub 
region’s communities, such as Coachella 
and Indio, can develop a stronger local job 
base and a better-balanced housing 
inventory, the Valley is likely to continue 
to be challenged by the most vexing 
aspects of sprawl: Economic inequities 
combined with threats of fiscal and 
environmental degradation. 
 
Project Goals- The Coachella Valley 
Association of Governments (CVAG) and 
the Transportation and Land Use 
Collaborative of Southern California 
propose a civic and public education and 
outreach program in the Valley to 
introduce the concepts and policies of 
compact and transit oriented 
development; infrastructure conservation 
and efficient employment of public 
transportation; and to provide policy  

 
guidelines and an implementation/resource 
guide for local jurisdictions and civic 
leaders on those principles.  This public 
education and outreach effort is intended 
to ensure that key stakeholder groups in 
the Valley sub region, as well as 
historically underserved and 
disenfranchised constituencies in the 
cities, towns, and rural areas are aware of 
community design, land-use and project 
planning, infrastructure, and 
transportation issues. 
 
Community Outreach – Community 
outreach for this project consisted of 
creating a steering committee, developing 
a website, newsletters, and five symposia 
with the following topics: The State of 
Infrastructure of the Coachella Valley; 
Business and Economic Development; 
Coachella Collaborative Planning; Compact 
Development; and Pedestrian-Friendly 
Community Design. 
 
Project Outcome - A Final Report that 
summarizes activities that took place over 
the course of the Grant’s program 
activities.  With the outreach and public 
media attention, the level of issue 
awareness was significantly increased 
through the course of the project. 
 
Planning Goals Realized -  
 

 Develop more efficient land use to 
accommodate a sufficient housing 
supply to match population 
increases and workforce needs 
for the full spectrum of the 
population; 

 Minimize impacts on valuable 
habitat and productive farmland; 

 Reduce traffic congestion and 
improve air quality. 
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